R
abies viruses belong to the Lyssavirus genus of the Rhabdoviridae family. The rabies virus was long considered to be antigenetically unique but, since 1956 and the discovery of the first related virus isolates in Africa, several serotypes, then genotypes and now species have been described, and the genus Lyssavirus (from the Greek lyssa, meaning madness, fury, rage or frenzy) was created (4). In developing countries, the primary source of transmission to humans is the dog. The dog is estimated to be responsible for more than 50,000 human deaths annually, posing an extremely serious public and animal health problem. Even though solutions exist for eradicating canine rabies, proper measures are not applied everywhere. More often than not, the will and means for applying them are lacking.
